
By NathaNial tripp

Our autumn season has an 
edge; there is a sense of 

loss along with the glorious 
colors and harvest bounty. It 
was quite the opposite, spring-
time, when I was first redis-
covering Vermont, having just 
returned from Vietnam. 

I spent many solitary hours 
back then walking footpaths 
and abandoned roads in the 
hills around Killington, Bar-
nard, and  Pomfret. It was 
wonderful to be alive, a survi-
vor at last, and my skills with 
a compass and a topographic 
map were still freshly honed. 
But what I remember best 
today, aside from my own 
youthful energy, is the cellar 
holes, the stone walls running 
through wild woods, the aban-
doned settlements. They were 
trying to tell me something.

I encountered ghosts, figu-
ratively, who spoke of another 
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A BREED APART
A historic horse breed is rare across the 
country and especially in New England

By

JUSTIN 

LAVELY

According to legend, travel-
ers from the west arrived in a 
small Kentucky town around 
the turn of the 20th century. In 

order to procure supplies for the remain-
der of their journey, they traded a prize 
colt. It didn’t take long for the colt’s new 
owners to appreciate the animal’s smooth 
ride, gentle nature, and strength. In order 
to preserve these characteristics, they pro-
duced Tobe, whose bloodline is now part 
of every Rocky Mountain Horse in the 
country.

The Rocky Mountain breed was named for 
the origin of the traded colt, but has been asso-
ciated almost exclusively with the Appalachian 
Mountains since.

Its smooth ride made it the horse of choice 
on the rugged foothills of the Appalachians. Its 
versatility became popular for Eastern farmers. It 
could pull plows or buggies, work cattle, or be 
ridden bareback by children. It tolerated harsh 
winters with relative ease. Above all else, the 
breed is best known for gentleness. 

“It’s the golden retriever of the horse world,” 
says Mike Hartong, owner of Cedar Grove Farm 
in Peacham, the only Rocky Mountain Horse 
breeding operation in New England.

Mike is a soft spoken man, but he has a deep 
connection with his animals. When he approaches 
their paddocks, the horses come to him. He says 
this is typical of the breed, but there is more to it 
than that. His experience with these animals dates 
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